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Amendment 

•U.S. Application No.: 09/164,777 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-13 and 16-23 are now pending in this application. New claims 21-23 have been 
added by this amendment. Each of the pending claims is believed to define an invention which 
is novel and unobvious over the cited references. Favorable reconsideration of this case is 

respectfully requested. 

Applicant's representative appreciates the Examiner's courtesy in conducting a personnel 
interview in this case. The claims have been amended as agreed upon during the interview and it 
is respectfully submitted that this application is now in condition for allowance. 

Specifically, claim 1 has been amended to recite that the verification structure is stored in 
an erasable, non-volatile memory area of the BIOS. This claim amendment overcomes the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph in sections 3, 4 and 5 of me Final Office Action, 
as well as the rejection under 35 U.S.C. U2, second paragraph in section 7 of the Final Office 
Action. 

Claim 20 has been amended to correct the informality noted by the Examiner. In view of 
these amendments, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are now in all aspects in 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph and 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 
Therefore, the withdrawal of these rejections is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 10-13 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,892,900 to Ginter et al. . 

Claims 5 and 7-9, and 16-20 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ginter et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,684,951 to Goldman et al. 
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Consequently, it is clear that the cited references do not anticipate or render the present 
claims obvious. . Therefore, the withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

As requested by the Examiner during the interview, a description of a specific 
embodiment of the invention is attached hereto. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned - WrU- with markings , to 

slirvw changes made." 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and allowance of this application are believed in 

order, and such action is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee necessitated by this Amendment to our 

Deposit Account No. 22-0261. 

Respectfully submitted, 
VENABLE, Attorneys at Law 




^A-Kaminski 
t^gistrationNo. 42,709 
':, P.O. Box 34385 

\ Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 

i Telephone 202-962-4800 

r. Telefax 202-962-8300 
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WttSTON WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

TINT Tim CLAIMS : 

Please amended the claims as follows: 

1 . (Twice Amended) A method of restricting software operation within a license 
for use with a computer including an first, non erasable, non volatile memory area, a second ? 
seB^erasable, non-volatile memory area of a (BIOS^ of the computer, and a volatile memory 
ajea; the firot non volatile memory accomodat e s-data that includes uniqu e key; the method 

comprising the steps of: 

selecting a program residing in the volatile memory, 

i^mp an a&ent to sctfeg up verification structure in the seeeBd -erasable^n on-volatile 
memory of the BIOS, t he vorfioation v erification structure accommodatiage& data that includes 
at least one license record, 

verifying the program using at least saidrthe verification structure from the erasable non- 
volatile memory of the BIOS, and 

acting on the program according to the verification. 

3. (Amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein setting up a verification 
structure further comprising the steps of: establishing, between the computer and the bureau, a 
two-way data-communications linkage; transferring, from the computer to the bureau, a request- 
for-license including an identification of the computer and the license-record's contents from the 
selected program; forming an encrypted license-record at the bureau by encrypting parts of the 
request-for-license using part of the identification as &e-aa encryption key; aH4-transferring 3 
from the bureau to the computer, the encrypted license-record: and storing the encrypted license 

record in the erasable nonvolatile memory area of the BIOS . 
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4. (Amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein verifying the program 
further comprises^ the steps of: establishing, between the computer and the bureau, a two-way 
data-communications linkage; transferring, from the computer to the bureau, a request-for- 
license verification including an identification of the computer, ^aa.encrypted license-record 
for the selected program from the seeeB^rasabi^non-volatile memor y area of thg MQg, and 
the UeeBse-seftwoFe-program's ucense-record-sefiteflte; enabling the comparing at the' bureau; 
and transferring, from the bureau to the computer, the result of the comparing. 

5. (Amended) A method according to claim 3 wherein the identification of the 
computer includes the pseade-^mique key. 

6. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein selecting a program 
includes the steps of: establishing a licensed-software-program in the volatile memory of the 
computer wherein said licensed-software-program includes contents used to form tt-toejicense- 
record. 

7. (Amended) A method according to claim -^-Iwberein using an agent to settiag 
up the verification structure includes the steps of: establishing or certifying the existence of a 
pseudo-unique key in fee-a_first non-volatile memory area, of the computer; and estabUshing at 
least one license-record location in the first ot tho second - n onvolatile memory are a _ or in the 
pracaMff nrm-volatil fi memory area of the BIOS. 



9. (Amended) A method according to claim 74- wherein verifying the program 
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includes the steps of: encrypting the Ucensed-software-pro gram's license-record contents from 
the volatile memory area or decrypting the license-record in the mm or the second g rasab^non- 
volatile memory area nf the BIOS, using the pseudo-unique key; and comparing the encrypted 
Ucenses-software-program's license-record contents with the encrypted license-record in the fes* 
ej^e-«66e^erasable^r^n-volatile memory are* of the. BIOS, or comparing the license- 

software-program's license-record contents with the decrypted license-record in the feet or the 

fieeefidrerasable.non-volatile memory area of the BIOS. 

10. (Amended) A method according to claim 9± therein acting on the program 
includes the step: restricting the program's operation with predetermined limitations if the 
comparing yields non-unity or insufficiency. 

11. (Amended) A method according to claim 224 wherein the first norj-volatile 
memory area is a ROM section of a BIOS. 

12. (Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein the aeeead -erasable, non- 
volatile memory area is aE 2 PROM section of a-thsBIOS. 

16. (Amended) The method of Claim 224, wherein the unique key includes a 
pseudo-unique key. 



17. (Amended) The method according Claim 224, wherein «aid-thestep of using 
the agent to.s ettteg up ^verification record, including the license record, includes encrypting 
a license record data in satd-thejprogram using at least satd -the unique key. . 
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18. (Amended) The method according to Claim 224, wherein fiaid-thejstep of 
verifying the program includes a decrypting the license record data accommodated in sa4d-fiis 
erasable s econd non-volatile memory area of the BIOS using at least said-M.unique key. 

19. (Amended) The method according to Claim 72.h wherein $aidr-the_step of 
veri{ymg the program includes encrypting the license record that is accommodated in said-the 
program using at least said-theurrique key. 

20. (Amended) A method for rootrioting accessing te-a software progra m using a 
pP ,,rfn-i,Tiimie key stnred in a first non-erasab l e non-volatile memory area of a computer, th e 
w nnn-volatile tp«™tv area being unable to ha ^grammatically changed, the method, 
comprising: 

L Lui ifi^ n ugo u cIo u ni gn n l rn y i n n f W nn n yH"+ :in m™™^ ""in nf a onmnuter: 
cclcctinelondlQC-^ software program residing in a volatile memory area of the computer; 
extracting license information from the software program; 

encrypting license information using the pseudo-unique key_stored in the fast not^ 
volatile memory area ; 

storing the encrypting r rnnHn "™T™ V a V ltVftnBe ^formation in a second erasable, 
writable, n on volatile memory area of the BIOS of the computer; 

subsequently v erifying the software program asas-based on the encrypted Jicense 
information stored in the second erasable, writable, non-volatile memory area of the BIOS 

pfloudo uniqu e k ey; and 

acting on the software program based on the verification. 
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Please add the following new claims: 

91 fNttwl The method of clai m 20. wherein the verification comprises: 
*ytrar.Kn F the license information from t he software program; 

encrypt the license information using the psen do-unione kev Stored in the first non- 
volatile memo i r "™* " f me co mputer to form second encrypted license information; and 

comparing the encrypted license information s tored in the second erasable, writable, nqn^ 
volatile memory «™*- of the B IOS of the computer with the second encrypted license 
information. 

r> (New! The method of \ T wher rin a unique kev is stored in a first nQflz 
volatile memory area o f the computer. 

9^ fNewl The method according to claim 17. wher ein the verification comprises: 
extracting the license recor d from the software program: 

encryp tin g the license record using the uniauf . V*y stored in the first non-volatile memory 
area of the- computer to form second encrypted license information: and 

comparing the epcrvpted license information stored in the erasable, non-volatile memory 
flr p. a rt f the TITOS of the computer with the secon d encrypted license information. 
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